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/o, ya bara-e-Rostam-e-jangjuye ... be atwan nahad bi khodavand roya
(we see that the horse of Isfandyar, is coming to the stable without 1ts
rider, or the horse of Rustam, the warrior, is returning to the portico
without its master).

“If somebody wants to express these ideas today, can he adopt
some style other than this? In fact this is not possible. Even in the
tmmediate past there were persons who recited the epic of Firdowsi
and people understood it very well. The same s true about the poetic
genius of Sadi and Hafiz. On this basis it can be said that the language
that we speak today has been intelligible for the last one thousand
years.”

“In our movies, we, sometimes hear such dialogues as are meant
to highlight a historical perspective but they are couched in a language
which none can understand. This does not merit any appreciation in
any event. Further, this is not known that the language used during
the Ghaznavid period, had been the same in which somebody narrates
some legends belonging to that point of time or used by Firdowsi in
his classical work.”

“These are some main characteristics of the Persian language that
have been imentioned here and it is hoped that the suggestions that |
have been offered here would be followed sincerely, because sincerity
is an 1nevitable ingredient for this task and I, further hope that the
government officials, ministers, concerned therewith, professors and
brothers and sisters restding in different parts of the world would take
this matter very seriously and sincerely.”

“It has been one of my desires, for a long time, that this work
should be continued. By grace of God, ] am hopeful that this ambition
of mine would be fulfilled and this work would progress day by day.
Thisisadeep rooted tree and its branches would spread so extensively
that they would cover the whole world and all the people would share
its benefits.”

Translated by:
\Dr. Yunus Jaffery




call it our heritage and include it in the current language, is treachery,
and this should be avoided. In the same manner we should avoid the
use of new Persic words, and whoever does it is doing harm to the
language. No words should be introduced in the language without
reference to the principles of Persian grammar. This practice was
resorted to, on a very large-scale, during the Pahlavi regime. Many
avoidable words were introduced in the language and there was no
need to use them in our daily life. These words were imposed upon us
and we were forced to use them. If these words were not used, the
language of such a person was ¢onsidered faulry.”

“No doubt, some such words have now become a part of our
language, and we should accept them. But, such words which we do
not need and are basically wrong should be discarded.”

“Qurs is a language, I emphasise, which has been employed by our
great poets. But, the case of prose is different from poetry, because the
prose which was written during 4th, 5th and 6th centuries, evendown
to the Qajarid period is very different from the prose that we write
today. The difference between the styles of the past and present is as -
vast that sometimes the readers think that it does not belong to the
language of Iran and but for the poetic genus of Firdowsi, Sadi and
Hafiz which made us accept it as our own. We would have had a
different judgment.”

“If we read the epic of Firdowsi and try to interpret his verses we
shall find that Firdowsi, too, means the same as we understand them
today. His epic abounds in such verses. But the case of prose is
different from poetry, because today, our prose style does not
correspond to that of our ancestors’ because there is a yawning gap
between the two.”

“The same is r1ue of the poems of Sadi, but his prose work, 1.e.
Gulistan, is quite different, because there 1s a large amount of such
words in it which we use in our spoken language even today. But still
the prose of today is quite different from the prose style of Sadi. So far
as Firdowsi is concerned we are nearer to his style, for example these
two couplets of Firdowsi:

Kbe binim ta asb-e-esfand yar ... suye akhoor ayad hami bi savar

[
#



was used as the official language, soon it was replaced by Persian.” w

“Today, we are using Arabic words impregnating them with new
meaning quite different from that of the original language. Now they
form a part and parcel of our language and in this way we have
enriched our own language and have expanded the canvas of our
language. 1am not emphasizing that we should be extravagant inusing
Arabic words. I simply like to drive home the fact that the words
commonly used in our language with specific meanings should not be
lost sight of. This should be considered the capacity of our language
rather than its shortcoming,”

“Persian, like Arabic, 1s passing through the same phase. Foreign
words are also getting into our language and we can not check them
because they bring with them foreign concepts and have specific
meanings. [do not feel any hesitation in suggesting that, like Arabicizing
foreign words, we should Persianize foreign words and use them
according to Persian phonetic system; for example, if someone uses
“radyan” instead of “radio” or “televizan” instead of television, there
should be no check on 1t.”

“It would be very appropriate if our academicians have persianized
foreign words as we have already Persianized Arabic words insuch a
way that it is not understood by Arabs.”

“I also want to point out here, that many forged words have
entered the Persian language, in course of time, and they are termed
as Persic Mulla Firoze, a Zoroastrian settled in India, made a long list
of such Persic words. Several words have been derived form this book
and efforts has been made to introduce them in the current language.
We are conscious of the small amount of the achievements made
during the Pahlavi regime but, at the same time, we cannot ignore the
great damage it caused by incorporating a large number of Persic
words.”

“Timsar” and “Farsad” are such Persic words as they do not have
their roots in Persian, but have been introduced in our language. As
I have already mentioned, there would be no problem if some words’
of Persian origin are combined with suffixes to make new words like
the words “yarane” which is used to mean “subsidy” and “rayana” for
computer. It is rather appreciable and should be accepted but to
introduce a forged word in the language, term it as pure Persian, and




rpopularise the use of such obsolete words.” 1

“The other characteristic of the Persian: language is its capacity to
compound words. This language has the remarkable quality of
forming compound words. These beautiful compound words are so
inimitable that they cannot be translated in any other language. There
is a couplet of Sa’di of Shiraz, given below:

Ou mi ravad damankashan ... man jam-e-Mehrumi chashan
(my beloved is going “daman kashan”, while I am sipping the cup of
bereavement). '

“Herethe expression “damankashan” in a broad sense, can be used
for non-chalantly, and cannot be rendered exactly in any other.
language.”

“Another great characteristic of the Persian language is that the
formation of compound words does not only owe to suffixes as they
are found in most of the languages of the world. Sometimes two
different words, quite contrary to each other, form such a beautiful
compound as no suffix could give birth to. For example, the word
“danesh” makes many compounds words, like daneshmand, daneshvar
and daneshkadah etc. These compound words which have been
formed with the help of very ordinary suffixes are not necessarily
more beautiful than the compound words like daneshgah and
daneshjooy, daneshsara and daneshpazhouh which have been formed
by combining two different words. The members of the academy
while making compounds should bear in mind that those compound
words should please and appeal to the listeners.”

“I would also like, to suggest, to embark upon the task of
Persianising words of foreign, in such a manner as they may fit in the
phonetic system of our own language.”

“A language cannot servive without borrowing foreign words. A
living language absorbs foreign words in it. Persian has borrowed
many Arabic words. Some Persian-speaking people consider it a
shortcoming of their language and believe that these words cannot be
pronounced correctly and exactly in Persian. This is not a shortcom-
ing of the language rather one of its attributes. While thinking in this
way, one should keep in mind that, wherever the Arabic entered it
Cerved as the official language. In the beginning, in Iran too, Arabic
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(message. I, therefore, take this opportunity to suggest that no one
should shirk ones duty to safeguard the interest of this language and
popularise it not only in Iran but also in other Persian-speaking
countries, nay, all over the world. This is a great responsibility and
should not be taken casually. The efforts, in this respect, should not
be confined only to the present but ought to continue in future also.”

“Another suggestion of mine pertains to its growth, its develop-
ment as a living language should be put to best use. This merits the
attention of all those present and the members of the Persian Acade-
my. | know that this academy is doing its job with full sense of
responsibility and its performance is remarkable. In future, also, I
hope, its role will be more useful and beneficial.”

“The language which we have at present should be made best use
of. Many a word of correct Persian which exist in the interior and
some remote corner of the country and probably in other countries
have fallen into disuse; we should benefit from such words. Together
with this the language of the pre-Islamic days should not be ignored.
For example the infinitive “Sharidan” from which “Abshar” (water
fall) has been derived is still in use in Khorasan and pronounced there
as “Sharidan” as well as Sharridan but unfortunately most of the
people are unaware of it.”

“In Persian, we have many beautiful infinitives with their deriv-
atives. But few know their etymology. One of these words is “Parhib”
which is commonly spoken in the dialect of Khorasan and is consid-
ered to be colloquial among the people of Mashhad and means
“Shbah” (Ghost). I have used this word several times and have felt that
most of the people think that the common usage of this word is
erroneous and interpret it in so many ways according to their whims.
We do not have any other Persian equivalent for the Arabic word,
“Shabah”; nevertheless we have buried it in oblivion; still it is very
much in common usage in Khorasan.”

“Same is the case with the word “Patu”, the antonym of which is
“Nasar”. This word is pronounced differently at different places L.e.
“Nasar” and “Nasaar”, and vibes the meanings of “back to the sun”,
whereas “Patu” gives the sense of the “facing the sun”. There are many
such beautiful words, which should be used in our every day life. I
would, therefore, suggest that a department should be established to
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“This 1s also worth mentioning here, that Persian has also ren-
dered great services to Islam. This great religion spread in the Indian
sub-continent, China and in some parts of Central Asia through the
vehicle of this language. Those who embraced Islam in these regions,
still preserve all those religious terms, which are in vogue in Persian.
The existence of these terms and some other Persian words, clearly
bears out that this gift was offered to them by the Persian-speaking
people. This is also a great honour and pride which we share with
none.”

“Today. Persian is faced with a lamentable situation as a mass
campaign has been launched against it at an international level. Take,
for example, the Indian Sub-continent: there was a time when Persian
was commonly used everywhere in that region. People spoke and
wrote in it. So far as the Persian poetry is concerned, some of the
Indians had excelled even the Iranian poets who had migrated from
their home land to thst country. Here, Faizi Dakhni is worth
mentioning,” B

“But now the position is just the reverse; it has almost lost its
significance in every sphere of life. India, de facto came under the rule
of the East India Company inthe year 1857. But, the use of the Persian
language as the official language of India had been restricted by the
Company much before this thus depriving it of its right which it had
been enjoying for centuries. It was relegated to oblivion and fell down
from grace. This conspiracy to do away with this language did not
stop here but it continued in times to come.”

“This language is also characterised by its peculiar quality of
transmitting all the concepts of our great Istamic Revolution to other
languages and cultures. Today efforts are made either to hush up these
voices of truth or to misinterpret them. Thanks to the blessings of the
Islamic Revolution those good ideas and righteous thoughts are
broadcast from here and they appeal to every thinking mind. But most
of the people are either in the dark about them or even if they know,
they are misinformed and disinformed. Persian can play a very
important role in communicating the message of this revolution in its
true perspective.”

“The other characteristic of this language is its capacity to respond
to its responsibility of communicating the ideas enshrined in thj
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PERSIAN LANGUAGE IS OUR
GREAT HERITAGE

— Ayatullab-ul-Uzma Kbamenei

This speech the excerpts of which are given below, was delivered
by His Holiness, Ayatullah Kbamenei, the leader of the Islamic
Revolution, on the occasion of the International Congress of
Persian Teachers on January 6, 1996.

“The Persian language, is a great heritage for us, the Persian
speaking people, (and we are proud of it) for several reasons: one of
them is that this language, without any strong support from else-
where, has been either the official language in the country of its origin,
as well as in some other parts of the world (like India) for several
centuries or at least a medium of expressing the ideas related to
different branches of Science, Art and Literature. This language has
also been in common usage, in those countries which had even ceased
to be on friendly terms with our country in the past.”

“A host of several great poets chose Persian, in place of their
mother tongues, for the exposition of their literary works and worth;
for instance, Nizami Ganjavi, Amir Khusro Dehlavi and Hasan
Dehlavi in the Indian sub-continent are greatly admired. Later, poets
like Faizi Dakhni, Saib Tabrizi and 1gbal Lahori have won name and
fame in this field. Even, in recent times Sheharyar flourished and
presented most of his literary works, probably the best ones, in
Persian. The expression “the best ones” has been used with certain
reservations because his poems in Turkish are also extra-ordinarily
excellent. The literary works of these poets bear testimony to their
attachment to this language.”
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